HOW ARE EXAMINATIONS GRADED?

These are the principal points examiners consider when assessing examinations.

Superior Paper (A+/A/A-)

Issues: 
· identifies all major issues raised by the facts 
· clearly grasps the complexities of all major issues 
· prioritizes more important from less important issues
Use of Legal Principles: 
· identifies all relevant legal principles 
· identifies all major relevant cases, doctrine and academic writing 
Analysis 
· shows convincingly how legal principles apply to resolution of the issues
· deals with all relevant facts, identifies missing facts

· facts support all points, no important facts unaccounted for

· identifies counter-arguments and assesses their strengths and weaknesses
· identifies uncertainties and assesses probabilities 

· analysis is clear, fresh and exciting, may pose new ways to think about some issues
Argumentation, Logic  
· argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound
· argument flows logically 
Clarity
· points are evident, easily understandable, plausible, sophisticated, insightful, and crystal clear  
Good Paper (B+/B)

Issues: 
· identifies most major issues raised by the facts
· grasps most complexities; is generally clear in explaining them, though may wander occasionally

Use of Legal Principles: 
· identifies most relevant legal principles
· identifies most of the relevant cases, some doctrine and academic writing
Analysis:  
· applies correct legal principles to resolution of the issues
· can account for most relevant facts in coming to an answer 
· facts support most points; some facts may not support points, or are unaccounted for
· shows awareness of some counter arguments and their strengths/weaknesses
Argumentation, Logic  

· argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound
· argument generally flows logically, though may wander occasionally
Clarity:  
· points are promising, generally clear, may be lacking in insight or originality 
OK/Borderline Paper (C+/C)

Issues: 
· missed major issues raised by the facts

· superficial treatment of major complexities or generally unclear in explaining them

Use of Legal Principles: 
· identifies majority of relevant legal principles
· identifies majority of the relevant cases
Analysis:  
· superficial engagement of legal principles to resolution of the issues; recitation without analysis
· superficial engagement of relevant facts in coming to an answer 
· important facts are not accounted for or do not support points
Argumentation, Logic  

· logic may often fail, or argument may often be unclear  
· may not address counter-arguments 
· quotes appear without analysis
Clarity:  
· argument may be unclear or may wander 

"Needs Help" Paper (D+/D)

· missed half or more major issues raised by the facts

· complexities ignored; or generally unclear in explaining them

Use of Legal Principles: 
· few relevant legal principles identified, or weak identification
· major relevant cases not referred to, or not explained
Analysis:  
· superficial or no engagement of legal principles to resolution of the issues 

· superficial engagement of relevant facts in coming to an answer 
· spotty accounting for important facts 
Argumentation, Logic  

· argument unclear  
· counter-arguments absent or superficially engaged
Clarity:  
· points unclear or lacking relevance 
Failing Paper
· shows obvious minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the issues  
· complexities ignored

· no serious engagement of legal principles/cases to the facts
.  

