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Introduction: Fighting for the same cause:

In 1845, the Métis at Red River sent a petition to the Hudson’s Bay

| would rather “rot in
jail” than pay duties!

-Peter Garrioch protesting import duties on American
goods (Gibson, 2015)

 Both men signed the 1845 petition asking the rights of the

Company Governor outlining a series of questions they wanted the Metis people in regards to the perceived HBC monopoly.

Company to answer concerning their economic and legal rights. At the .
* Both men continued to trade goods across the border,
working together despite multiple warnings from the
Company to cease their operations.

time, the HBC held a trade monopoly over Rupert’s Land, awarded to them

by the British Crown. The company believed that they had the right to

* Led the group of Metis, calling themselves the “delegates of
the people”, at the trial of Guillaume Sayer. (Gibson 2015)

control trade in the region and that the Métis men who traded with other

companies were in violation of their monopoly. Among the signatories on

this petition were two prominent free traders who contested the » Both openly opposed the authority of Cuthbert Grant,
Warden of the Prairies, by refusing to pay duties on goods

that they had brought across the border.

Different Backgrounds:

Company’s monopoly, Peter Garrioch and James Sinclair. These men, both .
Peter Garrioch:

free traders but, from different economic backgrounds, united in the

1840’s to fight for the rights of their people by challenging this monopoly.  Educated in the United Kingdom, Garrioch was a teacher until the early

1840’s.

1. Has a half-breed, a settler the right to hunt furs in this country ’

2. Has a native of this country (not an Indian) a right to hunt furs ?

3 If a half-hreed has the right to hunt furs, can he hire other half-
breeds for the purpose of hunting furs ?

4 Can a half-breed sell his furs to any person he pleases ?

6. Is a half-breed obliged to sell his furs to the Hudson's Bay Company
at whatever price the company may think proper to give him /
" 6. Can a half-breed receive any furs as a present from an Indian, a
re ative of his ?

7. Can a half-breed hire any of his Indian relatives to hunt furs for
him ?

8. Can a half-breed trade furs from another half-breed, in or out of
the settlement ?

9. Can a half-breed trade furs from an Indian, in or out of the settle-
ment 7

10. With regard to trading, or hunting furs, have the half-breeds, or
natives of European origin, any rights or privileges over Europeans ?

11. A settler having purchased lands from Lord Selkirk, or even from
the Hudson’s Bay Company, without any conditions attached to them, or
without having signed any bond, deed, or instrument whatever whereby
he might have willed away his right to trade furs, can he be prevented
from trading furs in the settlement with settlers, or even out of the
settlement ?

12. Are the limits of the settlement defined by the municipal law, Sel-
kirk grant, or Indian sale ?

13 If a person cannot trade furs, either in or out of the settlement,
can he purchase them for his own and family use, and in what quantity ?

14. Having never seen any oflicial statements, nor known, but by
report, that the Hudson's Bay Company has peculiar privileges over
British subjects, natives, and half-breeds, resident in the settlement, we
would wish to know what those privileges are, and the penalties attached
to the infringement of the same 7 -

We remain your humble servants,

This project sought to understand how power is exercised by the Metis and

the HBC, oppositional forces with competing claims over a region’s  |n 1843, he left Red River to work for the Missouri Fur Company.

economy. To do this, | looked at how Sinclair and Garrioch coped with , o , , , ,

 Operating a post along the Souris River, Garrioch traded with First Nations

and Metis traders. Many of the references he makes in his journals indicate

that he was just getting by. At the end of his journal, he decides that he
would start a farm in order to make more money.

constant economic pressure from the Company, shedding light on the

larger struggles faced by the Métis people at the time.

e Threatened multiple times by the Governor of Red River and Cuthbert
Grant, Warden of the Prairies, that his goods would be seized for not
paying duties when crossing the border. This would have had a large impact
as Garrioch did not have the means to recover from a seizure.

James Sinclair:

 Educated in Scotland before returning to Rupert's Land in 1826. He then
joined forces with a rich trader at Red River named Andrew McDermot and
became wealthy and influential.

* Freighted goods for the HBC before his contracts were cancelled in 1843. Fiice nidiiin: Wik Rei
After, he provided goods for other traders, including Garrioch. e AP TEEAR CAROCE,
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 Acted as a guide for the HBC, leading a large contingent of Metis to the
Oregon Territory for resettlement.

To ALExANDER CHRIsTIE, Esq.,
Governor of Red River Settlement.

James Sinclair and the Hudson’s
Bay Company”
By: D. Geneva Lent

 C(Carried a petition to the government of the United Kingdom demanding

that the HBC and its agents stop harassing Metis traders. Conclusion:

By looking into the lives of Peter Garrioch and James Sinclair, this

research was able to highlight how these men became
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community leaders at Red River. It also shows how everyday

citizens fought for their rights as Metis people against the HBC.

This project is important as it depicts how the struggle for Metis
rights has been ongoing for almost 200 years, with much work

still to be done.

References:

Gibson, Dale. Law, Life, and Government at Red River. McGill-
Queen’s University Press, 2015.
Garrioch, Peter. Journal of Peter Garrioch, Red River, 1843-47.

Methodology:

This project was inspired by a 19t century petition signed by James Sinclair

and Peter Garrioch and was shaped by the personal journal of Peter

Garrioch, both primary sources. | conducted research of primary source

documentation from the HBC archives at Library and Archives Canada in Acknowledgements:
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