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The excessive and selective use of 
the withdrawal of liberty has 
become a controlling tool, filling 
our prisons with those excluded 
from society. After a general 
analysis, we will investigate the 
causes of mass imprisonment: the 
social dissembling (followed by 
tougher punishment) and punitive 
populism (result of a vindictive 
demagogic attitude). We believe 
that the selection by which it 
operates, the effects that it 
produces and the resulting 
advantages for the privileged 
minorities, make this not only 
illegitimate but also intolerable in a 
democratic society. We will 
conclude with a realistic proposal, 
an alternative to mass imprisonment,  
compatible with respect for human dignity. 
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