
The publication Mobilizing Metaphor 
illustrates how artistic and radical 
and unconventional forms of 
activism, including art, are reshaping 
disability activism in Canada and, in 
the process, challenging dominant 
perceptions of disability  and the 
politics that surround it.

Recent changes to Canadian 
disability policy have seen disability 
programs hampered by funding cuts 
and other austerity measures. But 
this oppression has also given new 
life to an already vibrant Canadian 
tradition of disability activism. Until 
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now, research has focused on the legal 
and policy spheres and overlooked 
disability activism that expresses itself 
alongside and outside conventional 
policy reform, often through a variety 
of art forms. 

Here, contributions by disability artists, 
activists, and academics show how 
disability art is distinctive as both art 
and social action. Richly illustrated 
with photographs and other images, 
and including an insightful concluding 
chapter by renowned disability scholar 
Tanya Titchkoksy, this array of artistic, 
cultural, and radical approaches 
to disability politics demonstrates 
that disability activism is as varied 
as the populations it represents. As 
the contributors sketch the shifting 
contours of disability politics in Canada 
and show how disability oppression is 
not isolated from other prejudices, they 
challenge us to re-examine how we 
enact social and political change.
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“Mobilizing Metaphor is the essential disabled handbook for living with, through, against, 
across, and alongside metaphor. Canadian spaces, in this collection, open onto a world of 
possibility - a necessarily and desirably disabled world where metaphors take surprising and 
unexpected new forms. For anyone thinking about the cultural work generated by the vibrant 
languages of disability art and activism, Mobilizing Metaphor is required reading.”
- Robert McRuer, author of Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability and coeditor of Sex and Disability

“I can’t imagine a collection doing a better job of representing the liveliness, complexity, and 
spread of disability art, culture, and activism in Canada.”
- Jay Timothy Dolmage, author of Disability Rhetoric

“This book will change how people think about art, about disability, and about Canadian social 
movements.”
- Sally Chivers, author of The Silvering Screen: Old Age and Disability in Cinema
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• Autism politics and policy
• HIV/AIDS
• Interpretive policy analysis

Unleashed from Phonocentrism, 2007 by Jolanta Lapiak 


