
Since September 2009, these have 
included:

•	 Yaprak Baltacioğlu – Secretary, Treasury 
Board of Canada Secretariat

•	 David Beatty – Conway Professor of 
Strategy, Rotman School of Business, 
University of Toronto; formerly Founding 
Managing Director, Canadian Coalition 
for Good Governance

•	 Stewart Beck – President, Asia-Pacific 
Foundation of Canada

•	 Marie Bernard-Meunier – formerly 
Canadian Ambassador to the Netherlands 
and then to Germany

•	 Alan Bernstein – President and CEO, 
Canadian Institute for Advanced Research

•	 Margaret Biggs – Skelton-Clark 
Fellow, Queen’s University; formerly 
President, Canadian International 
Development Agency

•	 Michael Binder – President, Canadian 
Nuclear Safety Commission

•	 Margaret Bloodworth – former senior 
public servant whose last position was 
Associate Secretary to the Cabinet and 
National Security Advisor to the Prime 
Minister (2006-2008) 

•	 Malcolm Brown – Deputy Minister, 
International Development

•	 Derek Burney – Senior Strategic Advisor, 
Norton Rose Fulbright

•	 Susan Cartwright – Commissioner, Public 
Service Commission; formerly Special 
Advisor to the Privy Council Office, Public 
Service Modernization Act

•	 Janice Charette – Clerk of the Privy Council 
and Secretary to the Cabinet

•	 Ian Clark – Professor, School of Public Policy 
and Governance, University of Toronto

•	 Keith Coulter – formerly Commissioner of 
Corrections, and Chief, Communications 
Security Establishment

•	 Michelle D’Auray – formerly Deputy 
Minister of Public Works and Government 
Services

•	 Susan Delacourt – Political Journalist, 
Toronto Star  

•	 Richard Dicerni – Cabinet Secretary, 
Government of Alberta; formerly 
Deputy Minister, Industry Canada

•	 Serge Dupont – Executive Director for 
Canada, International Monetary Fund; 
formerly Deputy Minister, Natural 
Resources Canada

•	 David Emerson – Canadian Politician, 
businessman, economist and civil 
servant, formerly federal Minister 
in several portfolios

•	 Richard Fadden – National Security 
Advisor; formerly, Deputy Minister, 
National Defence

•	 Graham Flack – Deputy Minister, 
Canadian Heritage 

•	 Liseanne Forand – formerly President, 
Shared Services Canada

•	 Paul Glover – Associate Deputy Minister, 
Health Canada

•	 François Guimont – Deputy Minister, 
Public Safety Canada

•	 Chantal Hébert – Newspaper columnist 
and political commentator

•	 John Halliwell – Professor Emeritus, 
University of British Columbia

•	 Michael Horgan – Financial Sector and 
Economic Advisor at Bennett Jones; 
formerly Deputy Minister, Finance Canada

•	 David Jacobsen – formerly Ambassador 
of the United States to Canada

•	 Jim Judd – formerly Director, Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service

•	 Steve Kanellakos – City Manager, 
Vaughan Ontario; formerly Deputy 
City Manager, Ottawa 

•	 Michael Keenan – Associate Deputy 
Minister, Natural Resources Canada

•	 Avrim Lazar – formerly President, 
Canadian Forest Products Association

•	 Suzanne Legault – Information 
Commissioner of Canada

•	 Louis Lévesque – formerly Deputy 
Minister, Transport and Infrastructure

•	 Dr. Les Levin – Head, Medical Advisory 
Secretariat, Health Quality Ontario

Annex A 
Examples of Distinguished Speakers who 

have addressed Program Cohorts at Odell House

A.	D istinguished Leaders



•	 Gaëtan Lussier – former President of 
Culinar Inc., and President of Weston 
Bakeries in Quebec; formerly Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture for Quebec and 
then Canada, and Deputy Minister of 
Employment and Immigration Canada

•	 Kevin Malone – formerly Cabinet Secretary, 
Government of New Brunswick

•	 Richard Manicom – Consultant in 
IT Project Governance

•	 Bill Matthews – Comptroller General 
of Canada

•	 Rod Monette – formerly Comptroller 
General of Canada 

•	 Marie-Lucie Morin – formerly Executive 
Director for Canada, World Bank; and 
previously  National Security Advisor to 
the Prime Minister and Associate Secretary 
to the Cabinet 

•	 Alex Munter – CEO, Children’s Hospital 
of Eastern Ontario

•	 William Pentney – Deputy Minister, 
Justice Canada

•	 Luc Portelance – formerly President, 
Canadian Border Services Agency 

•	 Anne-Marie Robinson – President, 
Public Service Commission of Canada

•	 Jennifer Robson –Assistant Professor, 
Clayton Riddell Graduate Program in 
Political Management, Carleton University

•	 Chris Sands – Senior Fellow, Hudson 
Institute, Washington D.C.

•	 Ian Shugart – Deputy Minister, 
Employment and Social 
Development Canada

•	 Chuck Strahl – formerly Minister of 
Transport, of Indian and Northern Affairs, 
and of Agriculture and Agri-Food

•	 Jean-Francois Tremblay – Deputy Minister, 
Transport and Infrastructure

•	 Suzanne Vinet – formerly Deputy Minister, 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

•	 Michael Wernick – Associate Secretary 
to the Cabinet 

•	 Joe Wild – Senior Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Treaties and Aboriginal Government, 
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Development Canada

•	 Bill Wilkerson – CEO of the Global Business 
and Economic Roundtable on Addiction 
and Mental Health

•	 Gina Wilson – Associate Deputy Minister, 
Public Safety Canada

•	 Paul Wilson – Associate Professor, Clayton 
Riddell Graduate Program in Political 
Management, Carleton University; formerly 
Director of Policy, Prime Minister’s Office

•	 Robert Wright – formerly Canadian 
Ambassador to Japan and then to China 

•	 Neil Yeates – formerly Deputy Minister, 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada 

B.	U niversity of Ottawa 
Professors and 
Senior Fellows

The following have shared their 
knowledge and experience with 
participants:

•	 Gordon Betcherman – Professor in the 
School of International Development 
and Global Studies as well as the GSPIA; 
formerly Economist for the World Bank 

•	 Patrick Fafard – Associate Professor at the 
GSPIA; formerly the federal Department 
of Intergovernmental Affairs, and the 
Saskatchewan Department of Health

•	 Robert Fowler – formerly Canada’s 
ambassador to the United Nations 
(1995-2000) and to Italy (2000-2006), 
foreign policy advisor to three Prime 
Ministers, and Deputy Minister of 
National Defence (1989-1995)

•	 Richard French – CN/Paul M. Tellier Chair 
on Business and Public Policy at the 
GSPIA; previously served as vice-chairman 
of the Canadian Radio-Television and 
Telecommunications Commission, Member 
of the National Assembly as well as Minister 
of Communications in Quebec, and vice-
president of Bell Canada and CEO of Tata 
Communications in India



Odell House

Odell House, a restored 19th century residence, 

is home to the University of Ottawa’s Centre on Public 

Management and Policy, part of the Graduate School 

of Public and International Affairs. The Centre offers 

professional development programs, undertakes research 

and fosters candid conversations focused on improving 

public management in Canada.

•	 Greg Fyffe – Senior Fellow at the GSPIA; formerly Assistant Secretary, 
Intelligence Assessment at the Privy Council Office, as well as Chief 
of Staff to various federal Ministers

•	 Ralph Heintzman – Adjunct Research Professor at the GSPIA, formerly 
Assistant Secretary at the Treasury Board Secretariat; winner of the 
2006 Vanier Medal of the Institute of Public Administration of Canada

•	 Michael Kergin – Senior Fellow at the GSPIA; formerly Ambassador to 
the United States from 2000 to 2005, and Foreign Policy Advisor to 
the Prime Minister. 

•	 Patrick Leblond – Associate Professorat GSPIA; formerly Assistant 
Professor of international business at HEC Montréal and Director of 
the Réseau économie internationale (REI) at the Centre d’études et 
de recherches internationales de l’Université de Montréal (CERIUM). 

•	 Gilles Paquet – over forty years as a scholar, prolific writer, teacher and 
senior university administrator, at the University of Ottawa and Carleton 
University; formerly President of the Royal Society of Canada from 2003 
to 2005.

•	 Roland Paris – University Research Chair in International Security and 
Governance at the University of Ottawa and founding Director of the 
Centre for International Policy Studies, and Associate Professor at 
the GSPIA. 

•	 David Petrasek – Associate Professor at GSPIA; formerly Special Advisor 
for the Secretary-General of Amnesty International

•	 Morris Rosenberg – Senior Fellow of GSPIA; formerly Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (2010-2013), Health Canada 
(2004-2010) and Justice and Deputy Attorney General (1998-2004)

•	 Thomas Townsend – Public Policy Consultant; formerly Executive 
Director of the Policy Research Initiative, and an executive in Human 
Resources and Skills Development Canada, and in the Correctional 
Service of Canada
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